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Press Release  
The HFMA awards Graham Keen its highest accolade for services 

to the Natural Health Industry. 
 
Release date: 13th June 2024 
 
The Health Food Manufacturers’ Association (HFMA) has awarded Graham Keen as the deserving winner of 
this year’s Maurice Hanssen Award of Honour.  
 
The award, presented at the HFMA’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 12th June 2024, is the natural 
health industry’s greatest accolade and is presented in recognition of a lifetime of outstanding contribution 
to the industry. 
 
Speaking of Graham’s contribution to the industry, Martin Last, HFMA Director General comments, ‘Graham 
is the well-deserved winner of this year’s Maurice Hanssen Award of Honour having given a full 15 years to 
the HFMA as Executive Director. In that time, he has put HFMA on the map and made a significant 
contribution to both the Association and the Industry.’ 
 
Graham Keen’s career spans four decades in the natural products industry, beginning with Northumbrian 
Fine Foods through to 15 years as the Executive Director of the HFMA. His dedication and passion for this 
industry has shone brightly through all his roles, with perhaps one of his most important actions being 
during the pandemic when he was instrumental in steering political conversations in Westminster around 
the important role this industry played in maintaining the health of the nation. This led to health store 
personnel being given key worker status and allowing stores to stay open.  In his own words, he was 
instrumental in ‘keeping the lights on’ for the stores and this trade as a whole. A success he is rightly proud 
of and as an industry, we are all grateful for.  
 
Throughout his 15 years leading the HFMA, his insight and in-depth knowledge was sought after by those 
within and outside our industry. He has played many a significant part in so many aspects of our trade. In 
all his roles, he has always held true to the values and ethics of our industry and ably supported and 
promoted the natural products industry both within the industry, the media and beyond. 
 
Steve Mann, HFMA Chair says, ‘In recognition of his contributions and efforts over many years and 
especially his endeavours during his time at the helm of the HFMA, I am delighted that we have been able 
to recognise and celebrate Graham’s many achievements in this industry.  
 
Graham Keen comments, ‘I’m very happy to be the 29th winner of this important award, and fiercely proud 
of this wonderful industry and the role I played in helping it become the dominant and positive force that it 
now is.’ 
 
 

<ENDS> 
 
Attached: Graham Keen with Steve Mann, HFMA Chair. 
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PRESS NOTES: 
About the Award 
The Maurice Hanssen Award of Honour was first presented to Dame Barbara Cartland in 1995. In 2005, the 
award was changed to the HFMA Maurice Hanssen Award of Honour in memory of Maurice, who received 
the award in 2001. Past winners include Professor Arnold Beckett, Eamonn Regan, Ian Martin, Roger Lane, 
Colin Tophill, Keith Pollitt, Kell Sainsbury, Ray Hill, Penny Viner, Brian McLoughlin, Sue Croft, Derek 
Shrimpton, Jan De Vries, Rand Skolnick, Professor David Richardson, Dr Kartar Lavani OBE, Lisa Bradley, 
Robert Wilson, John Frisby, Peter Aldis, Jenny Acker, Dr Marilyn Glenville, and last year’s winner Gwyneth 
Massey. 
 
About the HFMA 
The HFMA, the voice of the UK’s natural health industry since 1965, represents around 120 manufacturers 
and suppliers of natural health products.  
 
As the authoritative voice of the natural products industry, the HFMA supports the interests of its members 
with legislators and regulators; promotes industry best practice for product quality and safety; and provides 
responsible information for consumers.  
 
For further information about the HFMA, visit www.hfma.co.uk The Maurice Hanssen Award of Honour is its 
highest accolade. 
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